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funding for college education is the 
Pell grant proposal. In his speech he 
pledged to expand Pell grants for low 
and middle income families, but for the 
last 3 years, Bush has proposed freezing 
or cutting Pell grants, and that despite 
pledging in 2002 to raise Pell grants to 
a $1,500 limit, the maximum Pell grant 
is currently $4,050. 

So, again, I can mention the health 
care issues, I could mention Medicare 
prescription drugs, education, job 
training. In every one of these areas, 
every one of these domestic what I 
would call priority areas, if you lis-
tened to the President’s speech last 
week, he said we are going to address 
this and we are going to help the aver-
age American, but in reality, the poli-
cies for the last 3 or 4 years have done 
exactly the opposite. 

Finally, I just want to say, if you lis-
tened to the President’s speech last 
week at the Republican Convention, he 
renewed his calls to make his tax cuts 
permanent. This morning again I lis-
tened to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. DELAY) talk about how over the 
next few weeks we are going to extend 
the tax cuts. 

The reality is that the only people 
that are going to benefit from these 
policies are high-income households. 
Estimates based on data from the 
Urban Institute, the Brookings Institu-
tion, a tax policy center, show that if 
the tax cuts are made permanent that 
the top one percent of households will 
gain an average of $58,200 a year. By 
contrast, people in the middle of the 
income spectrum will secure just a 2.5 
percent increase in the after-tax in-
come, with average tax cuts of $655, a 
little more than 1/90th of what those in 
the top 1 percent would receive. 

So, again, these tax policies have 
failed. They have not turned around 
the economy. The economy is not im-
proving by any standard. The only peo-
ple that are benefiting from the tax 
policies and the Republican economic 
policies are essentially the very 
wealthy, the people that are in the top 
1 percent income bracket. 

I started out this evening, Mr. Speak-
er, by asking the question, are you bet-
ter off than you were 4 years ago. 
Clearly, the answer is no. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. FROST (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of a 
family emergency. 

Mr. BALLENGER (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today through September 
20 on account of medical reasons. 

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma (at the re-
quest of Mr. DELAY) for today on ac-
count of travel delays. 

Mr. RENZI (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of attend-
ing the funeral of a friend. 

Mr. TAUZIN (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of medical rea-
sons. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GINGREY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today and September 8. 

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Member (at her own 

request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
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SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

A bill, a joint resolution, and concur-
rent resolutions of the Senate of the 
following titles were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and, under the rule, re-
ferred as follows: 

S. 2682. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
222 West 8th Street, Durango, Colorado, as 
the ‘‘Ben Nighthorse Campbell Post Office 
Building’’; referred to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

S.J. Res. 41. Joint resolution commemo-
rating the opening of the National Museum 
of the American Indian; referred to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

S. Con. Res. 109. Concurrent resolution 
commending the United States Institute of 
Peace on the occasion of its 20th anniversary 
and recognizing the Institute for its con-
tribution to international conflict resolu-
tion, referred to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

S. Con. Res. 135. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the printing of a commemorative 
document in memory of the late President of 
the United States, Ronald Wilson Reagan; 
referred to the Committee on Administra-
tion. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of 
the House of the following titles, which 
were thereupon signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 2443. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2005, 
to amend various laws administered by the 
Coast Guard, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3340. An act to redesignate the facili-
ties of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 7715 and 7748 S. Cottage Grove Ave-
nue in Chicago, Illinois, as the ‘‘James E. 
Worsham Post Office’’ and the ‘‘James E. 
Worsham Carrier Annex Building’’, respec-
tively, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3463. An act to amend titles III and IV 
of the Social Security Act to improve the ad-
ministration of unemployment taxes and 
benefits. 

H.R. 4222. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 550 Nebraska Avenue, Kansas City, Kan-
sas, as the ‘‘Newell George Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 4226. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to make certain conforming 
changes to provisions governing the registra-
tion of aircraft and the recordation of instru-
ments in order to implement the Convention 
on International Interests in Mobile Equip-
ment and the Protocol to the Convention on 
International Interests in Mobile Equipment 
on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment, 
known as the ‘‘Cape Town Treaty’’. 

H.R. 4327. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 7450 Natural Bridge Road in St. Louis, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Vitilas ‘Veto’ Reid Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 4417. An act to modify certain dead-
lines pertaining to machine-readable, tam-
per-resistant entry and exit documents. 

H.R. 4427. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 73 South Euclid Avenue in Montauk, New 
York, as the ‘‘Perry B. Duryea, Jr. Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 4613. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2005, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4842. An act to implement the United 
States-Morocco Free Trade Agreement. 

H.R. 4916. An act to provide an extension of 
highway, highway safety, motor carrier safe-
ty, transit, and other programs funded out of 
the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment 
of a law reauthorizing the Transportation 
Equity Act for the 21st Century. 

H.R. 5005. An act to make emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2004, for additional dis-
aster assistance. 
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SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

S. 2712. An act to preserve the ability of 
the Federal Housing Administration to in-
sure mortgages under sections 238 and 519 of 
the National Housing Act. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on July 22, 2004, he presented 
to the President of the United States, 
for his approval, the following bills: 

H.R. 1303. To amend the E-Government Act 
of 2002, with respect to rulemaking authority 
of the Judicial Conference. 
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